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Abstract
We investigate the high energy behaviour of vector boson scattering in the electroweak
sector of the standard model. In analogy with the BFKL analysis in QCD we compute
production amplitudes in the multi-Regge limit and derive, for the vacuum exchange
channel, the integral equation for vector particle scattering. We also derive and solve the
bootstrap equations for the isospin-1 exchange channel, both for the reggeizing charged
and non-reggeizing neutral vector bosons.
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1 Introduction
One of the topics to be examined in a future high energy electron positron collider is the
scattering of electroweak vector bosons. Historically it was the high energy behaviour of
these scattering processes which has led to the requirement of introducing a scalar Higgs
boson; a closer look at the unitarity properties puts bounds on the masses of the Higgs
particle. With the possibility of performing, at the linear collider, precision experiments of
electroweak processes, it will be necessary to consider electroweak higher order corrections;
vector boson scattering is an important class of processes to be studied with high accuracy.
Unitarity properties of vector scattering reactions are most stringent near the forward
direction where cross sections are large. The object of central interest is the total cross
section, i.e. the nature of the Pomeranchuk singularity. Related to this is the question
whether the fields of the electroweak sector, in particular the gauge bosons of the broken
gauge group, reggeize; the property of reggeization provides an indication of a possi-
ble compositenes. It is well known that the gauge bosons of nonabelian gauge theories
reggeize in the leading logarithmic approximation (LLA) [1, 2, 3, 4]; this includes both
unbroken gauge symmetries (e.g. QCD) and spontaneously broken models, such as the
(pure) SU(2) Higgs model. On the other hand, the gauge boson of the abelian theory
of QED seems to be elementary (i.e. non-reggeizing), at least on that level of accuracy
which has been investigated so far. As to the case of the broken SU(2)×U(1), the charged
vector bosons lie on Regge trajectories, whereas the situation of the neutral sector is more
complicated: several years ago [5, 6] strong arguments have been given that there exists
a neutral Regge pole, but neither the photon nor the Z boson lie on this trajectory.
The best way of exploring the vacuum exchange channel and the reggeization in the
electroweak sector is by following the calculation of the BFKL Pomeron in QCD: be-
ginning with the production amplitudes in the multi-Regge region one derives integral
equations which, in the vacuum exchange channel, describe the elastic scattering and the
total cross section, and, in the isospin-one channel, the reggeization of the vector parti-
cles. In this paper we describe such an analysis of the electroweak sector of the standard
model. As our main results, we present the integral equation for the scattering amplitude
for the vacuum exchange (‘electroweak Pomeron’), and we construct bootstrap equations
to investigate the reggeization in both the charged and neutral vector bosons exchange
channels.
This paper is organized as follows. In the following section 2 we define the setup of
our calculations, and we collect the lowest order results of vector-vector scattering. In
section 3 we compute, in the Born approximation, production amplitudes in the multi-
Regge limit. Section 4 contains one and two loop results. In section 5 we write down the
integral equations, and we discuss the solutions, both for the isospin one exchange channel
and for the vacuum channel. In the following section we describe, as an application of our
integral equations, the two-loop approximation for elastic WW scattering. Concluding
remarks are contained in a final section.
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2 Setup and Lowest Order Electroweak Amplitudes
In this section we define the setup of our calculations, and we collect the results for
vector scattering in the Born approximation. Since we will be interested on the leading-
logarithmic approximation (LLA), we will neglect fermions. Let us begin with the simple
model, in which the Weinberg angle ϑW is zero. In this case, the U(1) gauge boson, the
B-boson, is a free massless particle, and the W -bosons are described by the isovector field−→
W µ with mass M . The B boson decouples from the W bosons, and we are dealing with
a spontaneously broken SU(2) models. The polarization vectors eλµ of the W bosons in
the physical gauge are
e1,2µ = e
1,2
µ⊥ , e
3
µ ≃
k0
M
δµ3 +
k3
M
δµ0 , kµ e
λ
µ = 0 , (e
λ
µ)
2 = −1 , (1)
where k = (k0, k3, 0, 0) is the momentum of the vector boson moving along the third axis.
There is also the Higgs particle with the mass Mh. We use Sudakov variables:
k = αpA + βpB + k⊥ , k
2
⊥ = −k2, (2)
where pA and pB are two light-like vectors along the 3-direction. In Regge kinematics we
have
s = (pA + pB)
2 = (2E)2 ≫ −t = −(pA′ − pA)2 = −→q 2 ∼M2 . (3)
The Born amplitude for the high energy scattering A+B → A′+B′ of the W -bosons
having definite polarizations λr (r = A,B,A
′, B′) is (see Ref. [2])
A
(0)A′B′
AB = 2s g aλAδλA,λA′T
c
A′A
1
t−M2 g aλBδλB ,λB′T
c
B′B (4)
with
a1,2 = −1 , a3 = −1
2
. (5)
For the production of a Higgs particle in W -boson collisions the amplitude also has the
factorized form
A
(0)hB′
AB = 2s g a3δλA,3 δcA
1
t−M2 g aλBδλB ,λB′T
c
B′B . (6)
The isospin generators T cA′A in the above expressions belong to the adjoint representation
of the SU(2)-group: T cA′A = −iεcA′A.
When generalizing, within the leading logarithmic approximation (LLA)
g2 ln
s
M2
∼ 1 , g2 ∼ 1 , (7)
the Born amplitudes to higher order, it is known that the W bosons reggeize, and (4)
takes the form:
ALLA = A(0)
1
2
(( s
M2
)ω(t)
+
(
− s
M2
)ω(t))
∼ A(0)
( s
M2
)ω(t)
, (8)
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where αw(t) = 1 + ωw(t) is the W boson Regge trajectory, and
ωw(t) = (t−M2)β(q2) , β(q2) = g2
∫
d2k
(2π)3
1(
k2 +M2
)
((q − k)2 +M2) , t = −q
2. (9)
Let us now turn to the unified model of electroweak interactions. Starting from the
nondiagonal mass matrix of the fields W (3) and B
M2
(
W (3), B
)( 1 − tan ϑw
− tan ϑw tan2 ϑw
)(
W (3)
B
)
, (10)
we introduce their linear combinations corresponding to the Z boson and photon:
Z = cwW
(3) − swB
A = swW
(3) + cwB , (11)
where
tan ϑw =
g′
g
, cw = cos ϑw , sw = sinϑw. (12)
In the new basis, the mass matrix becomes diagonal with the eigenvalues
M2Z =
M2
c2w
, M2γ = 0 . (13)
In the following we will put MW = M and W
(±) = 1√
2
(
W (1) ∓ iW (2)).
With these definitions we generalize our previous results of the SU(2) spontaneously
broken gauge theory to the Weinberg-Salam model. Starting from the (W (3), B) basis,
the propagator of the neutral bosons can be written in the following operator form:
Dµν(k) =
(
cw
−sw
)
δµν − kµkνM2z
k2 −M2z
(
cw , −sw
)
+
(
sw
cw
)
δµν
k2
(
sw , cw
)
, (14)
where we have used the physical gauge for the Z-boson and the Feynman gauge for the
photon.
The linearized interaction of these vector bosons with the Higgs field ϕ, in the (W (3), B)-
representation, contains the matrix
gM
(
1 − tan ϑw
− tan ϑw tan2 ϑw
)
, (15)
proportional to the mass matrix (10). In the (Z,A)-representation this matrix becomes
diagonal with only one non-zero coupling constant, gM2z /MW , for the ZZϕ-interaction.
As to the other interaction terms, we first note that, when working in the leading ln s
approximation, and restricting ourselves to scattering processes of vector bosons and Higgs
particles, we can disregard the fermions. As a result, in the (W (3), B)-representation, the
4
Figure 1: Mass assignment in the reggeon - particle - particle vertex
U(1) gauge boson, B, decouples and only the W (3)-boson enters in the Yang-Mills action
(together withW (±)-bosons). Therefore, all gauge boson interaction terms that are needed
for our discussion are obtained by starting from the SU(2) part of the Yang-Mills action
and substituting
W (3) = cwZ + swA . (16)
We now turn to the 2→ 2 scattering amplitudes, eqs.(4), (6). For the vector exchange
propagators we replace
1
q2 +M2
→ c
2
w
q2 +M2Z
,
s2w
q2
. (17)
for Z and γ exchanges, respectively. For the helicity conserving couplings, aλ , we have
to observe that the masses of external and exchanged vector bosons can be different from
each other. Therefore, repeating and generalizing the algebra outlined in Ref. [2] one finds
for the helicity factor of longitudinally vector bosons:
ai;jk3 =
M2i −M2j −M2k
2MjMk
, (18)
where the labels i, j, k refer to exchanged, outgoing vector, and incoming particle, respec-
tively (Fig.1). For the transverse polarization the helicity factors aλ remain the same
as in the pure SU(2) case. As before, each helicity factor aλ is multiplied by a helicity
conserving Kronecker δ-function, e.g. δλA,λA′ . Using the labels W , γ, Z, W3, we define
new helicity factors ai;jkλ , which include, in addition to the pure helicity part in eq.(18),
also the Kronecker delta functions and the isospin factors, T cA′A = −iǫcA′A. In the basis
of the charged W bosons, we have TW3
W (+)W (−)
= −TW3
W (−)W (+)
= +1 (in the lower indices,
the first one refers to the final state, the second one to the initial state; we count all par-
ticles as incoming); each permutation or charge conjugation introduces a change in sign.
Finally, we have to include the coefficients cw, sw from (16). We summarize the results
for these reggeon-particle-particle couplings in Table 1 (we still use the same letter ai;jkλ
as in (18)). Here we have listed only those configurations for which the isospin factors
are +1. The other configurations can be obtained by observing the antisymmetry of the
isospin factors; for example,
aZ;W
(−)W (+)
λ = −aZ;W
(+)W (−)
λ , a
W (−);ZW (+)
λ = −aW
(−);W (+)Z
λ . (19)
5
Figure 2: Two body scattering processes (black lines denote charged bosons, wavy lines
stand for neutral bosons): (a) ZZ →W (+)W (−); (b) W (+)W (−) →W (+)W (−).
Note that, for the Z-boson and for the photon, the t-channel propagators include addi-
tional factors (see (17)).
aW
(−);ZW (+)
λ a
W (−);γW (+)
λ a
Z;W (+)W (−)
λ a
γ;W (+)W (−)
λ a
W3;W (+)W (−)
λ
λ = 1, 2 −cw −sw −1 −1 −1
λ = 3 −1
2
0 −1 + 1
2c2w
−1 −1
2
aW ;HWλ a
Z;HZ
λ a
γ;Hγ
λ a
W3;HZ
λ
λ = 1, 2 0 0 0 0
λ = 3 −1
2
− 1
2c2w
0 −1
2
Table 1: reggeon - particle - particle couplings
As a result, the 2→ 2 Born amplitude for the process ii′ → kk′ with the exchange of
boson j has the general form:
A(0) = 2sgaj;i
′i
λi
1
−q2 −M2j
gaj;k
′k
λi′
, (20)
with the substitution (17) for Z and γ exchanges, and the couplings ai;jkλA have to be read
off from the table. This completes the generalization of eqs.(4) and (6) to the Weinberg-
Salam model.
A final remark on expression (8). In the pure SU(2) case we know that the W bosons
reggeize, which means that the form (8) is valid. For the Weinberg-Salam theory, however,
we have to find which of the bosons reggeize. It will turn out that in the neutral channel
neither the Z-boson nor the photon lie on Regge trajectories (see also Refs. [5, 6]). As a
result, the simple expression (8) is valid only for the exchange of charged vector mesons,
but not for the neutral vector exchange.
It will be useful to introduce a convenient diagrammatic notation. Since neutral and
charged vector bosons are behaving quite differently, it will be helpful to distinguish
between them: solid lines will be used to denote the charged W -boson propagators, and
wavy lines stand for the neutral particle propagators (note, however, that only the Z part
of the corresponding matrix (15) couples to the Higgs boson). Examples are given in
Fig.2.
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A B
t1 t2 tn+1t3
A′ d1 d2 d3 B′dn
Figure 3: Production process A +B → A′ + d1 + d2...+ dn +B′
3 Production Amplitudes
Let us now consider production amplitudes A+B → A′ +B′ + d1 + d2 + ...+ dn (where
k0 = pA′, kn+1 = pB′) in the multiregge region:
s≫ si = (ki−1 + ki)2 ≫ q2r =
(
pA −
r−1∑
i=0
ki
)2
∼M2 ∼M2h . (21)
We again begin with the pure SU(2) case. In the Born approximation the production
amplitude equals:
A
(0) A′B′d1...dn
AB =
2s g aλAδλA,λA′T
c1
A′A
1
−q21 −M2
gT d1c2c1Cµ1(q2, q1)e
µ1(k1)
1
−q22 −M2
...g aλBδλB ,λB′T
cn+1
B′B ,(22)
where the effective vertex Cµ(qr+1, qr) , kr = qr − qr+1 for r = 1 is given by:
C(q2, q1) = −q1 ⊥ − q2 ⊥ − pA
(
q21 +M
2
k1pA
− k1pB
pApB
)
+ pB
(
q22 +M
2
k1pB
− k1pA
pApB
)
. (23)
It has the simple Ward identity property
kµ1Cµ(q2, q1) = 0 , (24)
where k1 = q1 − q2, and we have used the reality condition
2 k1pA 2 k1pB
s
= k21 +M
2 (25)
for the produced particle.
In the case where, instead of a W -boson with the momentum kr, a Higgs particle with
the momentum kr is produced, we substitute
Cµr(qr+1, qr) e
µr(kr) T
dr
cr+1cr
→ M δcr+1cr . (26)
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When in LLA higher order corrections are taken into account, the production ampli-
tude, in the pure SU(2) case, has the multi-Regge form (neglecting signature factors):
ALLA2→2+n = A
(0)
2→2+n
( s1
M2
)ω(t1) ( s2
M2
)ω(t2)
...
(sn+1
M2
)ω(tn+1)
, sr = 2kr−1kr , tr = −q2r .
(27)
(as we will see below, for the Weinberg-Salam model the generalization of the Born am-
plitude will be slightly more complicated). To apply the s-channel unitarity one needs
to know the product of two effective vertices Cµ. Using the mass shell condition (25) we
obtain:
Cµ(q2, q1)C
µ(q − q2, q − q1) =
2
(q21 +M
2)((q − q2)2 +M2) + (q22 +M2)((q − q1)2 +M2)
(q1 − q2)2 +M2
− 2 q2 − 3 M2 . (28)
One should also calculate the product of two isospin matrices. We decompose them
in terms of various isospin structures in the t-channel:
εABd εA′B′d =
∑
T=0,1,2
r(T )PA
′B′
AB (T ), r
(0,1,2) = (2, 1,−1) . (29)
Here PA
′B′
AB (T ) are the projectors to the isospin states with T = 0, 1, 2:
PA
′B′
AB (0) =
1
3
δAA′ δBB′ ,
PA
′B′
AB (1) =
1
2
εcA′A εcB′B ,
PA
′B′
AB (2) =
1
2
(δAB δA′B′ + δAB′ δA′B )− 1
3
δAA′ δBB′ . (30)
Let us now turn to the realistic Weinberg-Salam model. The main task is the gener-
alization of the effective production vertex (23) to the case where the attached t-channel
bosons have different masses (MW for the W boson, MZ for the Z boson, or zero mass
for the photon). Again, it is needed to return to Ref. [2] for computing the 2 → 3
production amplitudes in the double Regge limit. The result of this analysis which will
not be presented in detail is that the Born approximation is still of the factorized form
(22), where the couplings to the incoming particles, ai;jkλ , are the same as in Table 1. In
the crossing channels we have the propagators 1/(−q2i −M2i ). If we denote the masses
of the exchanged vector particle on the right (left) hand side of a produced vector boson
with mass M by M2 (M1), the effective production vertex becomes
C(q2, q1)
M ;M2M1 = −q1 ⊥−q2 ⊥−pA
(
q21 +M
2
1
k1pA
− k1pB
pApB
)
+pB
(
q22 +M
2
2
k1pB
− k1pA
pApB
)
(31)
(note that the dependence uponM is through eq.(25)). If the produced vector particle is a
Z boson (photon), an additional factor cw (sw) has to be included. Finally, each exchanged
Z boson receives, in the numerator, a factor c2w, each photon propagator a factor s
2
w (see
8
Figure 4: Assigment of masses for the product of two effective vertices
(17)). For the Higgs production we can use (26), where on the rhs M becomes MW , if the
Higgs is produced from W (±) exchange. For Higgs production from a Z exchange, replace
M →MW/c4w (and retain the factor c2w for each Z exchange propagator). Finally, in (27)
the group factors T d1c2c1 have to be rewritten in terms of Z and W
(±) (cf. the discussion
before (19); note that both the Z and the photon couple to the third component of the
isospin generator: TZc2c1 = T
γ
c2c1
= T 3c2c1).
The Ward identity (24) for the production vertex is replaced now by the relation
kµ1C
M ;M2M1
µ (q2, q1) = M
2
2 −M21 . (32)
For the s-channel unitarity integration we again need the product of two effective vertices.
More precisely, one should sum over the physical helicities of the produced boson with
mass Mm: ∑
λ
ǫµλ(k1)ǫ
ν
λ(k1) = −gµν +
kµ1k
ν
1
M2m
(33)
(note that for the production of a photon with Mm = 0 the second term is absent in an
accordance with the vanishing of (32) for M1 =M2). For the mass assignment illustrated
in Fig.4 we obtain (cf.(28)):
CMm;MjMiµ (qj , qi) (g
µν − k
µ
1k
ν
1
M2m
)CMm;MlMkν (q − qj , q − qi) = (34)
−2q2 +M2m −M2i −M2j −M2k −M2l +
(M2j −M2i )(M2l −M2k )
M2m
+
2
(q2i +M
2
i )((q − qj)2 +M2l ) + ((q − qi)2 +M2j )(q2j +M2k )
(qi − qj)2 +M2m
.
This result can be obtained with the use of eqs.(25) (31), and (32).
4 One and two loop results
2→ 2 scattering in one loop
We are now ready to carry out the BFKL program. Beginning with one loop amplitudes,
we first consider the charged isospin-1 exchange. To be definite, let us study the process
9
Figure 5: One loop corrections to 2→ 2 – processes shown in Fig.2
ZZ → W (+)W (−). The Born diagram is shown in Fig.2a, the first corrections come from
the box diagrams of the type Fig.5a-d. For the energy discontinuities we use the unitarity
conditions, e.g.
ImsA
(1)
ab→a′b′ =
1
2
∑
i
∫
dΠ2A
(0)
ab→i(k
2)A
(0)†
i→a′b′((k − q)2) , (35)
where the sum in i extends over all possible intermediate two-particle states, and we then
make use of dispersion relations to compute the scattering amplitudes. We define the
functions βij(q
2):
βij(q
2) = g2
∫
d2k
(2π)3
1
k2 +M2i
1
(k − q)2 +M2j
. (36)
We also use their generalizations:
βijk(q
2) = g4
∫
d2kd2k′
(2π)6
1
k2 +M2i
1
k′2 +M2j
1
(k + k′ − q)2 +M2k
. (37)
The subscripts indicate the type of vector particles inside the β functions.
The Born amplitude has the form
A
(0)
11 = 2sga
W (+);W (−)Z
λA
1
−q2 −M2W
gaW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
. (38)
Next we form signatured amplitudes. In our case, ZZ → W (+)W (−), they are defined by
the combinations
1
2
(AZZ→W (+)W (−) ± AW (−)Z→ZW (−)) . (39)
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Signature describes the symmetry under s→ −s. Because of the antisymmetry properties
of the isospin coefficients, the Born amplitude for our process belongs to odd signature
(in terms of isospin, it is the antisymmetric T = 1 representation, T3 = ±1). Using the
unitarity relations for the processes ZZ →W (+)W (−) (Fig.5a, b) and for the cross process
W (−)Z → ZW (−) (Fig.5c, d), we obtain for the odd-signature amplitude:
A
(1)
11 = [s ln(−s)− u ln(−u)] gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λA
{
c2w βwz(q
2) + s2w βwγ(q
2)
}
gaW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
. (40)
In the LLA approximation the energy scale in the logarithm is arbitrary; it is natural to
chose the scale to be of the order of MW . We omit to explicitly write this scale.
Comparing the Born approximation with the one loop result, one is lead to interpret
both expressions as being the first two terms in the power series expansion of (cf.(8))
A11 = −gaW (+);W (−)ZλA
(−s)αc(q2) − (−u)αc(q2)
−q2 −M2W
gaW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
(41)
with the trajectory function
αc(q
2) = 1 + (q2 −M2W )
[
c2w βwz(q
2) + s2w βwγ(q
2)
]
. (42)
This is consistent with the expectation that the charged W bosons reggeize, in the same
way as theW bosons do in the pure SU(2) theory. The same conclusion holds, if we replace
external vector bosons by Higgs bosons. Later on we will confirm that the reggeization
of the charged W bosons is correct to all orders. It will be convenient to introduce
ωc(q
2) = αc(q
2)− 1 = (q2 −M2W )
[
c2w βwz(q
2) + s2w βwγ(q
2)
]
. (43)
Turning next to the neutral exchange, we consider the elastic scattering of two charged
bosons, the process W (+)W (−) → W (+)W (−). The Born diagram is shown in Fig.2b; the
amplitude has the form:
A
(0)
10 = 2s
(
gaZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2w
−q2 −M2Z
gaZ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
+ gaγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s2w
−q2ga
γ;W (+)W (−)
λB
)
. (44)
It belongs to odd-signature (the T = 1 representation), and it represents the neutral,
T3 = 0, component. For the one-loop odd-signature contribution we obtain (Figs.5e - f):
A
(1)
10 = [s ln(−s)− u ln(−u)] gaW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
βww(q
2) gaW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
. (45)
An analogous result is obtained for the process ZW (−) → HW (−), with the substitution
aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
→ aW3;HZλA . At this stage, it seems premature to draw any conclusion about
the connection of the one loop result with the Born approximation.
The one-loop even signature contribution of Fig.5g contributes to both isospin 0 and
2. We present the sum of both:
A(1)even = 2iπs
(
−1
2
gaW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
βww(q
2) gaW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
+ g(aZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
)2 c4w βzz(q
2) g(aZ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)2 + g(aγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
)2 s4w βγγ(q
2) g(aγ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)2
+ 2 gaZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
aγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2ws
2
w βγz(q
2) gaZ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
aγ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)
.
(46)
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Two loop results for 2→ 2 scattering
Two loop corrections consist of two classes of terms, the two-particle intermediate states
and the three-particle intermediate states in the s-channel [2]. The former ones are
obtained by inserting, into the bilinear unitarity relation, the Born term on one side and
one loop amplitudes on the other side. For the calculation of the three particle state
we make use of expression (34); we also include the production of Higgs scalars. Let us
begin with the charge exchange channel. Making use of the vertices in Table 1 and of
the one-loop results listed above, and summing over all 2-particle intermediate states, we
obtain for the process ZZ → W (+)W (−):
−2s ln2 s gaW (+);W (−)ZλA
(
βwww(q
2) + c4wβwzz(q
2) + 2c2ws
2
wβwzγ(q
2) + s4wβwγγ(q
2)
)
gaW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
.
(47)
For the sum over 3-particle intermediate states we find, making use of eq.(34), a sum of
two terms. The first one is:
(s
ln2(−s)
2!
− u ln
2(−u)
2!
)gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λA
(
s2wβwγ(q
2) + c2wβwz(q
2)
)
(−q2 −M2W ) (s2wβwγ(q2) + c2wβwz(q2)) gaW (−);W (+)ZλB . (48)
The second one can be written in the form:
2s ln2 s gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λA
(
βwww(q
2) + c4wβwww(q
2) + 2c2ws
2
wβwzγ(q
2) + s4wβwγγ(q
2)
)
gaW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
.
(49)
and cancels the entire 2-particle intermediate state, eq.(47). Hence the two-loop result
for the negative signature charge exchange channel coincides with the second term in the
expansion of
−gaW (+);W (−)ZλA
(−s)αc(q2) − (−u)αc(q2)
−q2 −M2W
gaW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
, (50)
confirming the reggeization in the one-loop approximation.
Turning to the neutral exchange channel, we again first consider the two-particle
intermediate states. For the process W (+)W (−) →W (+)W (−) we obtain, after summation
over all possible 2-particle intermediate states:
−2s ln2 s gaW3;W (−)W (+)λA
(
s2wβγww + c
2
wβzww
)
gaW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
, (51)
where the couplings aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λ are listed in Table 1. The calculation of the three
particle intermediate state, again, makes use of the square of the production vertex,
eq.(34). Summing over all possible 3-particle intermediate states we obtain a sum of two
terms. The first one is:
(s
ln2(−s)
2!
− u ln
2(−u)
2!
) g aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
βww(q
2) (−q2 −M2W ) βww(q2) g aW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
, (52)
the second one
2s ln2 s g aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
(
s2wβγww(q
2) + c2wβzww(q
2)
)
g aW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
. (53)
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Figure 6: 2 → 3 production amplitudes (the dot marks the effective production vertex
(eq.(31)): (a) W (+)W (−) → ZZZ; (b) W (+)Z → W (+)W (+)W (−).
This second terms cancels against the two-particle contribution, eq.(51). We have thus
only the first term, (52), which can be interpreted as the second term in the expansion of
the expression
−gaW3;W (−)W (+)λA
(−s)αn(q2) − (−u)αn(q2)
−q2 −M2W
gaW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
(54)
with
αn(q
2) = 1 + (q2 −M2W )βww(q2) . (55)
In the following we will also use the notation
ωn(q
2) = αn(q
2)− 1 = (q2 −M2W )βww(q2) . (56)
The expression (54) matches the one-loop result, (45), but it does not agree with the Born
approximation, (44). We therefore make the following ansatz for the neutral exchange in
the 2→ 2 scattering process:
A10 = 2s
(
gaZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2w
−q2 −M2Z
gaZ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
+ gaγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s2w
−q2ga
γ;W (+)W (−)
λB
)
−gaW3;W (−)W (+)λA
(
(−s)αn(q2) − (−u)αn(q2)
−q2 −M2W
+
2s
−q2 −M2W
)
gaW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
, (57)
i.e. we have a Regge pole in the neutral exchange channel, which passes through unity
at t = M2W : neither the Z boson nor the photon lie on this trajectory. Note that, in the
second line of (57), the pole at q2 = M2W cancels. For sw = 0, we have MZ = MW , and
αn passes through the Z-boson. Later on we shall verify that this result is correct to all
orders.
One loop results for 2→ 3 production amplitudes
Before we can start to write integral equations we need to calculate corrections to the
production amplitudes: this will be done in the spirit of [7]. To be definite, the process
W (+)W (−) → ZZZ (Fig.6a) will be considered. In the Born approximation we have:
13
Figure 7: Unitarity integral in the s2-subchannel.
A
(0)
2→3 = 2sga
W (−);ZW (+)
λA
1
−q21 −M2W
gTZ
W (−)W (+)
C(q2, q1)
MZ ;MWMW
1
−q22 −M2W
gaW
(+);ZW (−)
λB
,
(58)
where the energy variables si have been defined in (21). In order to be able to compute the
discontinuity in s2, we make a more general ansatz which exhibits the analytic structure
in all three energy variables:
A2→3 = FLs
α1sα2−α12
ξα1
t1 −M21
ξα2α1
α2 − α1 + FRs
α2sα1−α21
ξα2
t2 −M22
ξα1α2
α1 − α2 , (59)
where the signature factors are:
ξα1 = e
−ipiα1 − 1,
ξα1α2 = e
−ipi(α1−α2) + 1 , (60)
and αi = α(ti) are the corresponding Regge trajectories. The two partial waves FL and
FR will be determined from the discontinuities in the s2 and s1 channels, resp., and we
shall see that the ansatz (59) is compatible with the familiar factorized multiregge form.
The discontinuity in the s2 channel is:
discs2A2→3 = −π
sα1sα2−α12 ξα1
t1 −M21
FL . (61)
In the lowest order, we simply put αi → 1 and ξα1 → −2.
When computing the unitarity integral in the s2-channel (Fig.7) it is convenient to first
transform into the center-of-mass system of the s2-channel, to multiply with the 2 → 2
scattering amplitude having a simple helicity structure in the s2 channel, to compute the
two-body phase space integral, and finally to transform back into the overall cm-system.
Details of this procedure have been described in [7]; some of the formulae, however,
have to be generalized to the case of unequal masses of the vector bosons. A list of
the relevant expressions is presented in the appendix. After summing over all possible
s-channel intermediate states and over all t-channel exchanges we find for the partial wave
FL:
FL = −1
2
sgaW
(−);W (+)Z
λA
(
gTZ
W (−)W (+)
C(q2, q1)
MZ ;MWMW
ωc(q
2
2)
−q22 −M2W
−(q21 +M2W )(c2wKZ;WW + s2wKγ;WW )
)
gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λB
. (62)
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Figure 8: Unitarity integrals (a) in the s2 subchannel, (b) in the s1 channel.
Here we have introduced the short-hand notation:
KZ;WW = g2TZ
W (−)W (+)
∫
d2k
(2π)3
gCMZ ;MWMW (q2 − k, q1 − k)
((q1 − k)2 +M2W )((q2 − k)2 +M2W )
1
(k2 +M2Z)
. (63)
With an analogous result for the discontinuity in s1 and for FR we return to (59). In the
sum of both partial waves, the terms containing KZ;WW and Kγ;WW cancel, and we are
left with the expression
A2→3 = 2sa
W (−);W (+)Z
λA
s
ωc(q21)
1
−q21 −M2W
gTZ
W (−)W (+)
C(q2, q1)
MZ ;MWMW
s
ωc(q22)
2
−q22 −M2W
gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λB
,
(64)
i.e. the W exchanges have started to reggeize. It is straightforward to verify, in lowest
order, the discontinuities in s1 and s2 which led to the partial waves FL and FR.
In an analogous way we compute the one loop corrections to other production am-
plitudes. For the process W (+)Z → W (+)W (−)W (+) (see Fig.6b) we have in the Born
approximation:
A2→3 = 2s
(
gaZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2w
−q21 −M2Z
gTW
(+)
W (−)Z
C(q2, q1)
MW ;MW ;MZ
+gaγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s2w
−q21
gTW
(+)
W (−)γ
C(q2, q1)
MW ;MWMγ
)
· 1−q22 −M2W
gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λB
. (65)
For the t2 channel we expect that, in higher orders, the W -exchange will reggeize. As
to the t1 channel, our analysis of the 2 → 2 scattering process with neutral exchange,
eq.(57), suggests that, in higher order, in addition to the elementary z and γ exchanges
the neutral Regge pole, αn, should appear. As we have seen before, Regge pole exchanges
contribute to the discontinuities in s1 and s2, whereas the elementary z and γ exchanges
do not. Therefore, our ansatz (59) with α1 → αn, α2 → αc should be valid for the
Regge pole exchanges in both crossing channels, but we have to add extra terms for the
elementary exchanges in the t1 channel which have a discontinuity in s2 but not in s1, e.g.
for Z exchange:
FZL ss
αc−1
2
−2
t1 −M2Z
ξαc1
αc − 1 . (66)
Proceeding in the same way as before we compute, from the single discontinuities in s1
and s2, the partial waves FL and FR (see Fig.8). From this we infer the following all-order
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expression:
A2→3 = 2s
(
gaW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s
ωn(q21)
1 − 1
−q21 −M2W
gTW
(+)
W (−)W3
C(q2, q1)
MW ;MWMW+
gaZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2w
−q21 −M2Z
gTW
(+)
W (−)Z
C(q2, q1)
MW ;MWMZ+
gaγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s2w
−q21
gTW
(+)
W (−)γ
C(q2, q1)
MW ;MWMγ
)
· s
ωc(q22)
2
−q22 −M2W
gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λB
. (67)
In the charge exchange channel (t2-channel) we recognize the reggeization of theW boson,
whereas the neutral exchange channel (t1-channel) has the same structure as (57). In (67)
the new element is the W production vertex where one of the reggeons belongs to the
neutral Regge pole, αn: its particle pole lies at MW , and consequently the mass labels of
the production vertex are C(q2, q1)
MW ;MWMW .
As a final example, we calculate the production process W (+)W (−) → W (+)HW (−).
Our one-loop calculation leads to:
A2→3 = 2s
(
aZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2w
−q21 −M2Z
1
c2w
+ aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s
ωn(q21)
1 − 1
−q21 −M2W
)
MW
·
(
1
c2w
c2w
−q22 −M2Z
aZ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
+
s
ωn(q22)
2 − 1
−q22 −M2W
aW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)
. (68)
Note that, following our convention defined before, each Z exchange carries a factor c2w.
As a consequence, the production of the Higgs obtains a factor 1/c2w if, in (68), one of
the attached neutral exchanges is a Z boson, and a factor 1/c4w if we have a Z boson on
both sides of the produced Higgs. In the following we shall verify that these production
amplitudes lead to the correct bootstrap equations.
5 Integral Equations
We now turn to the derivation of integral equations which represent the sum of discontinu-
ities of the scattering amplitude over an arbitrary number of produced particles. The one
and two loop calculations suggest that the 2 → n production amplitudes can be written
in the factorized multiregge form, where charged and neutral exchanges lead to slightly
different expressions. The exchange of a charged gauge boson requires the usual reggeon
propagator s1+ωci /(q
2+M2W ). For the neutral exchange we have a sum of three terms, the
Z and γ exchange in the Born approximation, and the neutral Regge pole exchange. In
the angular momentum representation, the corresponding propagators are
c2w
ω
1
q2 +M2Z
,
s2w
ω
1
q2
,
(
1
ω − ωc(q2) −
1
ω
)
1
q2 +M2W
, (69)
resp. When inserting the sum of these three terms into a production amplitude, each term
comes with its own coupling to external and produced particles. For example, the cou-
plings to an externalW boson are aZ;W
(−)W (+)
λ , a
γ;W (−)W (+)
λ , and a
W3;W (−)W (+)
λ , respectively.
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Figure 9: Ladder diagrams obtained from the square of production amplitudes: (a)
ZZ → W (+)W (−) (charge exchange); (b) W (+)W (−) → W (+)W (−) (neutral exchange,
odd signature).
When, inside a multiregge production amplitude, the exchanged neutral boson couples
to a W production vertex, the effective production vertices are CMW ;MZMW , CMW ;MγMW ,
and CMW ;M3MW with M3 = MW , resp. With these rules it will be straightforward to write
down the integral equations for the sum of products of production amplitudes (cf. [3])).
Let us begin with the partial wave representations. For the 2→ 2 process with charged
boson exchange we again consider the process ZZ →W (+)W (−) (eqs.(38) and (41)). The
t-channel partial wave decomposition contains the Born contribution (38) and, from the
Regge pole, the integral over ω = j − 1:
A11(s, t) =
2s
−q2 −M2W
ga
W (+);W (−)Z
λA
ga
W (−);W (+)Z
λA′
(
1 +
∫ a+i∞
a−i∞
dω
4i
sω
1 + e−ipiω
πω
ωc(q
2)
ω − ωc(q2)
)
,
(70)
where a > 0. We can shift the integration contour to the region ℜω < 0 by cancelling the
result of taking the residue of the pole at ω = 0 with the Born contribution:
A11(s, t) =
2s
−q2 −M2W
∫ −a+i∞
−a−i∞
dω
4i
1 + e−ipiω
πω
sωga
W (+);W (−)Z
λA
ωc(q
2)
ω − ωc(q2)ga
W (−);W (+)Z
λA′
.
(71)
With the partial wave
F11(ω, q
2) =
ωc(q
2)
(q2 +M2W )(ω − ωc(q2))
(72)
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we write the partial wave representation in the form:
A11(s, t) = 2s
∫ −a+i∞
−a−i∞
dω
4i
sω
1 + e−ipiω
πω
ga
W (+);W (−)Z
λA
F11(ω, q
2)ga
W (−);W (+)Z
λA′
. (73)
An analogous ansatz can also be made for production amplitudes. Note, that the t-channel
partial wave for the Born term contains the Kronecker symbol ∼ δj, 1 non-analytic in the
j-plane but as a result of summing radiative corrections the t-channel partial wave in LLA
becomes the analytic function [5]
∼ − ωc(q
2)
ω − ωc(q2) .
From the point of view of the t-channel unitarity the reggeization of the vector bosons
is related to the existence of the nonsense intermediate states for two particles with spins
equal to unity [5]. For these nonsense states the sum of projections of their spins on the
relative momentum −→p equals 2, which makes them non-physical for the total momentum
j = 1. Nevertheless, the t-channel partial wave fnnj (t) for the nonsence-nonsense transition
exists for complex j and has the pole ∼ g2/(j − 1) in the Born approximation. The t-
channel unitarity condition together with the dispersion relations allows one to construct
this partial wave in LLA: fnnj (t) ∼ g2/(j−1−ω(t)), where ω(t) is the corresponding Regge
trajectory. The similar calculation of the amplitudes for sense-nonsense and sense-sense
transitions gives in LLA fnsj ∼ g2
√
j − 1/(j − 1 − ω(t)) and f ssj ∼ β(t)/(j − 1 − ω(t)),
respectively. It leads to the disappearance of the singularity ∼ δj, 1 in the sense-sense
partial wave [5].
In order to obtain the partial wave amplitude for neutral exchange in the 2→ 2 process
W (+)W (−) → W (+)W (−), we return to (71). Since, in the Born approximation, we have,
instead of the propagator ∼ 1/(q2 +M2W ), the Z and γ propagators, we replace the first
term by Z and γ exchanges. Shifting then the ω contour to the left from the point ω = 0,
we arrive at the form
A10(s, t) = 2s
∫ −a+i∞
−a−i∞
dω
4i
sω
1 + e−ipiω
πω
aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
F10(ω, q
2)aW3;W
(+)W (−)
λA
+2s
(
gaZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
c2w
−q2 −M2Z
gaZ;W
(+)W (−)
λA
+ gaγ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
s2w
−q2ga
γ;W (+)W (−)
λA
−gaW3;W (−)W (+)λA
1
−q2 −M2W
gaW3;W
(+)W (−)
λA
)
. (74)
As a result of shifting the contour to the left we have obtained from the residue of the
pole 1/ω the third contribution ∼ 1/(q2 +M2W ) in the last brackets. All terms in these
brackets contain the non-analytic factors δj, 1 in the j-plane (see the above discussion after
eq. (71)). Thus, for t < 0 the high energy behaviour of scattering amplitudes A ∼ s for
the neutral t-channel is governed by these Kronecker-symbol singularities (see (57)).
For the neutral exchange the t-channel partial wave in the Born approximation is
not factorized [5]. As a result, the sense-sense amplitudes in LLA have both the Regge
pole and the Kronecker singularities. The nonsense-nonsense partial wave for the neutral
channel contains the factor (t−M2), which leads (after the use of the t-channel unitarity
condition) to the Regge trajectory ωn(q
2) proportional to this factor (see (55)) [5].
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5.1 Neutral isospin-1 channel
Let us now turn to the integral equations. We begin with the odd signature neutral ex-
change channel and consider the processW (+)W (−) →W (+)W (−). The ansatz is contained
in (74). The t-channel partial wave F is described by the sum of diagrams illustrated in
Fig.9a:
F10(ω, q
2) =
g2
∞∑
n=0
∫ (n+1∏
l=1
d2ql
(2π)3
1
(q2l +M
2
W )((q − ql)2 +M2W ) [ω − ωc(q2l )− ωc((q − ql)2)]
)
g2
×K101,2 ·K102,3 · ... ·K10n,n+1 . (75)
The kernel K10 represents the sum of productions of a Z boson, a photon, and a Higgs
scalar. It has the form:
K10(q, k, k′) = g2
{
− (q2 +M2W ) (76)
+
[
(k2 +M2W )((q − k′)2 +M2W ) + (k′2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2W )
]
×
(
c2w
(k − k′)2 +M2Z
+
s2w
(k − k′)2
)}
.
It is convenient to remove, in (75), the first momentum integral (in Fig.9a the leftmost
cell), and to define the (amputated) amplitude f :
F10(ω, q
2) =
g2
(2π)3
∫
d2k
(k2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2W )
f10(ω;k, q − k) . (77)
For the amplitude f10(ω;k, q − k) we can write down the integral equation:
[ω − ωc(k2)− ωc((q − k)2)]f10(ω;k, q − k) = g2 (78)
+
∫
d2k′
(2π)3
K10(q,k,k′) f10(ω;k
′, q − k′)
(k′2 +M2W )((q − k′)2 +M2W )
.
The solution is independent of k, and we can easily find:
f10(ω, q
2) =
g2
ω − (q2 −M2W )βww(q2)
=
g2
ω − ωn(q2) , (79)
and therefore
F10(ω, q
2) =
g2βww(g
2)
ω − ωn . (80)
This bootstrap solution reproduces exactly the Regge pole in the neutral channel, which
shows the self-consistency of our ansatz.
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5.2 Charged isospin-1 channel
For the charged exchange channel we consider the process ZZ →W (+)W (−) (and its s−u
counterpart W (+)Z → ZW (+)). The ansatz is contained in (73). The squared production
amplitudes for the process ZZ → W (+)W (−) are illustrated in Fig.9b: the left two kernels
contain the production of a charged vector boson, the next kernel contains the Higgs
production. The partial wave has the same structure as (75), but, as we said above, for
each neutral exchange we have to sum over three contributions: Z and γ exchanges in the
Born approximation, and the neutral Regge exchange (in the latter we have to subtract
the particle pole).
To obtain an integral equation for the partial wave, in analogy to (77), we remove the
first (leftmost) loop integral; in Fig.9b, the first cell has a charged t-channel propagator
below, a neutral one above. Denote the sum of the cells to the right by f˜cni (here we
include, for the coupling to the external particles on the rhs, the vertices from Table
1). For the crossed process, W (−)Z → ZW (−), the first cell has the neutral t-channel
propagator below and the charged one above; let the sum of the cells to the right be f˜nic.
In both cases, the subscript i reminds that, in the neutral exchange channel, we have to
sum over several terms (Z, γ, Regge pole minus particle pole): it will be convenient to
count the last term as a sum of two pieces. The subscript i then takes the four values: i =
Z, γ, 3 (neutral particle pole), n (neutral Regge pole). The last term (neutral Regge pole)
has the trajectory function ωn, whereas for the other three terms the trajectory is absent.
It will be convenient to introduce, nevertheless, the vanishing functions ωZ = ωγ = ω3 = 0.
Also, each of the four terms has a multiplicative factor, b2i :
b2Z = c
2
w, b
2
γ = s
2
w, b
2
3 = −1, b2n = 1. (81)
With these considerations the coupled integral equations for the functions fnic and fcni
can be written in a closed form:
[ω − ωc(k2) − ωni((q − k)2)]
(
f˜cni
f˜nic
)
=
(
g2aZ;HZλB a
W ;WH
λB
δiZ
g2aW
(−);W+)Z
λB
ani;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)
+
(
Kcni;cnj Kcni;nkc
Knic;cnj Knic;nkc
)
⊗
(
f˜cnj
f˜nkc
)
. (82)
The kernels Kcni;nkc etc. follow from the squares of production vertices described before.
The convolution symbol contains particle propagators and the factors b2i (81).
Finally we define the signatured amplitudes:
f˜
(−)
i (k, q − k) = f˜cni(k, q − k)− f˜nic(q − k,k) . (83)
These signatured partial waves satisfy the following integral equations:
[ω−ωc(k2) −ωni((q−k)2)]f˜ (−)i (k, q−k) = g2aW
(−);W (+)Z
λB
+
(
Kij ⊗ f˜ (−)j
)
(k, q−k) . (84)
We remove the vertex factor by rescaling the signatured amplitude and obtain
[ω − ωc(k2) − ωni((q − k)2)]f (−)i (k, q − k) = g2 +
(
Kij ⊗ f (−)j
)
(k, q − k) . (85)
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The kernels contain the sum of W and Higgs production, and they are of the form:
K11ij (q, k, k
′) = g2
{
(−q2 −M2W ) (86)
+
(k2 +M2W )((q − k′)2 +M2j ) + (k′2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2i )
(k − k′)2 +M2W
}
with M3 = MW .
The bootstrap solution to this equation has the form:
f
(−)
Z (k, q − k)
f
(−)
γ (k, q − k)
f
(−)
3 (k, q − k)
f
(−)
n (k, q − k)
 = g2ω − ωc(q2)


1
1
1
1
+ βww((q − k)2)(ω − ωc(k2))

((q − k)2 +M2Z)
(q − k)2
((q − k)2 +M2W )
0

 .
(87)
When verifying that this solution satisfies the integral equation (85) it is useful to note
the identities
b2Z + b
2
γ + b
2
3 = 0 (88)
and
b2Z(q
2 +M2Z) + b
2
γq
2 + b23(q
2 +M2W ) = 0. (89)
With the solution (87) the partial wave becomes:
F
(−)
ω;11(q
2) = g2
∫
d2k
(2π)3
∑
i
b2i f
(−)
i (k, q − k;ω)
(k2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2i )
=
g2(c2wβwz(q
2) + s2wβwγ(q
2))
ω − ωc(q2)
=
g2ωc(q
2)
(−q2 −M2W )(ω − ωc(q2)
. (90)
When going from the first to the second line, we have used the identity (88). This
bootstrap relation completes our all-order proof of the reggeization for the weak bosons.
5.3 Vacuum channel
Let us finally come to the zero quantum number exchange channel which describes the
’electroweak Pomeron’. We consider, again, the process W (+)W (−) → W (+)W (−). Since
in the vacuum channel the signature is positive, the Sommerfeld-Watson transform of the
amplitude at high energies reads:
A00(s, t) = s
∫
dω
2i
(
s
M2W
)ω −1 + e−ipiω
πω
Fω,00(q
2) . (91)
The lowest-order diagrams to be summed are those of Fig.5e,f; in addition we have to
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Figure 10: Ladder diagrams obtained from the square of production amplitudes: the
vacuum exchange channel.
include also t-channel contributions of two neutral exchanges (Fig.5g). The integral equa-
tion is illustrated in Fig.10. Using notations which are analogous to those of the previous
subsection, we find the following set of integral equations:(
(ω − ωni(k2) − ωnj((q − k)2)) fninj
(ω − ωc(k2) − ωc((q − k)2)) fcc
)
=
(
g2ani;W
(+)W (−)
λB
a
nj ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
− g2√
2
aW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)
+
(
K00ninj ;ni′nj′
√
2K00ninj ;cc√
2K00cc;ni′nj′ K
00
cc;cc
)
⊗
(
fni′nj′
fcc
)
. (92)
Note that, in order to obtain these equations, one starts from a larger set of coupled
equations: there are the two separate t-channels, W (+)W (−) and W (−)W (+). Introducing
even and odd combinations of them, the odd signature channel decouples, and one is left
with (92). These equations still contain all neutral even signature channels, i.e. both the
vacuum channel, T = 0, T3 = 0, and the T = 2, T3 = 0 configurations. The kernels are
derived from the production of vector bosons and of Higgs scalars, and they are easily
obtained from our rules for production amplitudes. Beginning with the kernel K00ninj ;ni′nj′
which has neutral exchanges both on the left and on the right hand sides we note that these
kernels are due to the Higgs production only; whenever (at least) one of the exchanges
on the lhs or on the rhs is a photon, the matrix element vanishes. All other kernels are
found to have the structure
K00ninj ;ni′nj′ = g
2 M
2
W
2c2mw
, (93)
where m is the total number of Z lines (note that the factor 1/2 appears since we have
included a factor 2 into the integration phase space). As an example,
K00ZZ;ZZ = g
2 M
2
W
2c8w
, (94)
whereas
K00nn;ZZ = g
2 M
2
W
2c4w
. (95)
Next we list the kernels which have neutral exchanges on the lhs and charged exchange
on the rhs, K00ninj ;cc. These matrix elements are symmetric under the exchange of lhs and
rhs:
K00ninj ;cc = K
00
cc;ninj
. (96)
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Their form follows from (34), and the results can be summarized by:
K00ninj ;cc(q, k, k
′) =
g2
(
−q2 −M2ij +
(k2 +M2i )((q − k′)2 +M2W ) + (k′2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2j )
(k − k′)2 +M2W
)
,
where
M2ij = M
2
i +M
2
j −
M2i M
2
j
2M2W
. (97)
In particular
M2ZZ = 2M
2
Z −
M4Z
2M2W
,
M2γγ = 0,
M2nn =
3
2
M2W ,
M2Zγ = M
2
Z ,
M2Zn = M
2
W +
1
2
M2Z ,
M2γn = M
2
W . (98)
Finally, the kernel K00cc;cc is the same as in (76), i.e.
K00cc;cc(q, k, k
′) = g2
{
− q2 −M2W (99)
+
[
(k2 +M2W )((q − k′)2 +M2W ) + (k′2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2W )
]
×
(
c2w
(k − k′)2 +M2Z
+
s2w
(k − k′)2
)}
.
As we have said before, the integral equation (92) still contains both the vacuum
channel and the T3 = 0 component of the T = 2 channel. Nevertheless, we will refer
to this set of equations as the electroweak ’vacuum exchange equation’. In order to
separate the T = 0 channel from the T = 2 channel, we have to diagonalize the matrix
equation. This cannot be done analytically, and in this paper we will discuss only a few
approximations. First, in the case of vanishing Weinberg angle, sw = 0, cw = 1 in the
equation (92), we can neglect the photon contributions and leave only the reggeized boson
Z = W3 substituting ni → n, nj → n. In this limit the kernel K is simplified as follows
K =
(
K11
√
2K12√
2K21 K22
)
, (100)
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where
K11 = g
2 M
2
2
, K12 = K21 = (101)
g2
(
−q2 − 3
2
M2 +
(k2 +M2)((q − k′)2 +M2) + (k′2 +M2)((q − k)2 +M2)
(k − k′)2 +M2
)
,
K22 = g
2
(
−q2 −M2 + (k
2 +M2)((q − k′)2 +M2) + (k′2 +M2)((q − k)2 +M2)
(k − k′)2 +M2
)
.
This kernel is SU(2)-invariant, and we can search the solution of the corresponding equa-
tion for the vacuum exchange in the form(
fnn
fcc
)
=
(
1√
2
)
fWW . (102)
For the function fWW we obtain the known BFKL equation for the Pomeron wave function
in the SU(2) case [3]
(ω − ω(k2) − ω((q − k)2))fWW (k, q) =
g2a0;W
(+)W (−)
λB
+ 2
∫
d2k′
(2π)3
KBFKL
1
(k′)2 +M2
1
(q − k′)2 +M2 fWW (k
′, q) , (103)
where the integral kernel is given by:
KBFKL =
g2
(
−q2 − 5
4
M2 +
(k2 +M2)((q − k′)2 +M2) + (k′2 +M2)((q − k)2 +M2)
(k − k′)2 +M2
)
, (104)
and the couplings a0;W
(+)W (−)
λB
have the values 2√
3
, 3
4
√
3
for λB = 1, 2 and λB = 3, resp.
In (103), the factor 2 in front of the integral corresponds to the SU(2) group factor (cf.
r(0) = 2 in (29)).
The second solution to the matrix equation (100) belongs to the T3 = 0 component of
the T = 2 representation. The corresponding eigenvector, in analogy with (102), is of the
form: (
fnn;T=2
fcc;T=2
)
=
( −√2
1
)
fWW ;T=2 . (105)
The integral equation has the same form as (103), where the SU(2) group factor in front
of the integral is −1, and in the expression (104) for the kernel, the mass term −5
4
M2 is
replaced by −2M2.
As a second approximation, let us return to the investigation of the realistic case of
the electroweak theory, eqs.(92), and find a somewhat simpler form. To begin with, we
note, that the inhomogeneous term does not depend on the momenta k and q − k and
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corresponds to a local interaction of the vector particles. Similarly, in the kernel K the
matrix element K00ninj ;ni′nj′ (93) and the contribution proportional to M
2
ij in expression
(97) describe their contact interaction. We can take into account this contributions to
the kernel later restricting ourselves initially to the solution of the equation, in which the
kernel K˜ does not contain these terms:
K˜11 = 0 , K˜12 = (K˜21)k↔k′ =
g2
√
2
(
−q2 + (k
2 +M2i )((q − k′)2 +M2W ) + (k′2 +M2W )((q − k)2 +M2j )
(k − k′)2 +M2W
)
,
K˜22 = K
10(q, k, k′) ,
where K10(q, k, k′) is given in (76). It is convenient also to write the equation (92) as
follows(
φninj
φcc
)
=
(
g2
g2
)
+
(
K˜11 K˜12
K˜21 K˜22
)
⊗
(
φni′nj′/(ω − ωi′ − ωj′)
φcc/(ω − ωc − ωc)
)
, (106)
where the reggeon propagators in the right hand side of the equation are integrated over
k′ (for simplicity, we here disregard the helicity structure of the couplings to external
particles). Looking at the kernel K˜, we see, that only the matrix element K˜12 depends
on i and j, and this dependence is simple. It means, that we can search a solution of the
above equation in the form(
φninj(k, q)
φcc(k, q)
)
=
(
φ0(k, q) +M
2
i φ1(k, q) +M
2
j φ2(k, q)
φcc
)
, (107)
where
φ2(k, q) = φ1(q − k, q) . (108)
Putting this ansatz in the equation, we obtain the system of the equations for the functions
φi:
φ0(k, q) = g
2
√
2
(
−q2 + k
2((q − k′)2 +M2W ) + (k′2 +M2W )(q − k)2
(k − k′)2 +M2W
)
⊗ φcc
ω − ωc − ωc ,
(109)
φ1(k, q) = g
2
√
2
(q − k′)2 +M2W )
(k − k′)2 +M2W )
⊗ φcc
ω − ωc − ωc (110)
φcc(k, q) = g
2 + K˜21 ⊗
φni′nj′
ω − ωi′ − ωj′ + K˜22 ⊗
φcc
ω − ωc − ωc . (111)
Here the integration over k′ is implied. Returning to the general case (92), we note,
that the inhomogeneous terms and the terms K00ninj ;ni′nj′ , M
2
ij in the kernel lead to the
diagrams, in which the ladders generated by the simplified kernel K are combined each
with other by the local vertices. Therefore the solution of (92) can be obtained from the
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solutions of the simplified equation (106) with modified inhomogeneous terms by summing
the corresponding two-point loop diagrams. We consider this procedure in details in our
future publications.
Finally we note that the equations (92) simplify in the region of large transverse
momenta
k2, (q − k)2 ≫M2i , (112)
where we can neglect all masses and Higgs contributions. In this region, in each neutral
exchange channel the sum of the non-reggeizing pieces cancels (due to (88)), and we are
left with the Regge pole ωn only. Consequently we are back to the massless SU(2) gauge
theory, i.e. the kernels are conformal invariant. The leading high energy behaviour in the
vacuum channel then follows from the observation that, because of the diffusion in lnk2,
the spectrum of eigenvalues is the same as in the massless case:
ω = ω(ν, n) =
g2
π2
(
Ψ(1)− ReΨ(1
2
+ iν +
|n|
2
)
)
, (113)
where ν and n are real and integer numbers, resp. The leading singularity of the t-channel
partial wave appears at
ω = ω(0, 0) = 2
g2
π2
ln 2 (114)
and leads to the power-like behaviour σt ∼ sω(0,0) of the total cross-sections. Note,
however, that the solution of equation (92) can contain the Regge poles at ω = ω0 >
ω(0, 0) with the residues tending to zero at k2 →∞. Further investigations of the related
problems are in progress, including a numerical solution to the coupled integral equations.
6 An application: WW-scattering
At the end of our paper we present, as an application of the vacuum channel integral
equation, the two loop expressions for the process W (+) +W (−) → W (+) +W (−). This
elastic scattering process has, as ’secondary Regge’ exchange, the odd signature neutral
isospin-1 exchange, described in section 5.1. For the even signature part the combined
T = 0 and T = 2 exchanges, in the one-loop approximation, are given in (46). The
higher-loop approximations can be derived from (92) which we rewrite in the following
way:
ω
(
fninj
fcc
)
=
(
g2ani;W
(+)W (−)
λB
a
nj ;W (+)W (−)
λB
− g2√
2
aW3;W
(+)W (−)
λB
)
+
(
K00ninj ;ni′nj′ + (ωni + ωnj)δii′δjj′
√
2K00ninj ;cc√
2K00cc;ni′nj′ K
00
cc;cc + ωc + ωc
)
⊗
(
fni′nj′
fcc
)
. (115)
For the couplings to external particles we introduce column vectors (’impact vectors’),
ΦW (+) and ΦW (−): for the W
(−), ΦW (−) is given by the inhomogenous term on the rhs of
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(115), whereas for the W (+) we have
ΦW (+) =
(
g2ani;W
(−)W (+)
λA
a
nj ;W (−)W (+)
λA
g2√
2
aW3;W
(−)W (+)
λA
)
. (116)
The two-loop approximation, in a symbolic notation, is then simply given by
A(2)even = Φ
T
W (+)
⊗K ⊗ ΦW (−) , (117)
where K denotes the matrix kernel of (115). After some algebra we find:
A(2)even = 2iπs
(
(aZA)
2βZZM
2
WβZZ(a
Z
B)
2 − 1
2
aW3A βWW (−q2 −M2W )βWWaW3B
+
1√
2
aW3A βWW [(−q2 −M2ZZ)c4wβZZ(aZB)2 + (−q2 −M2γγ)s4wβγγ(aγB)2
+2(−q2 −M2γZ)βγZc2ws2waZBaγB] (118)
− 1√
2
[(aZA)
2c4wβZZ(−q2 −M2ZZ) + (aγA)2s4wβγγ(−q2 −M2γγ)
+2aZAa
γ
Ac
2
ws
2
wβγZ(−q2 −M2γZ)]βWWaW3B
+2βWWZc
2
w[−aW3A aZAaW3B aZB +
1√
2
aW3A (c
2
w(a
Z
B)
2 + s2wa
Z
Ba
γ
B)−
1√
2
(c2w(a
Z
A)
2 + s2wa
Z
Aa
γ
A)a
W3
B ]
+2βWWγs
2
w[−W3A aγAaW3B aγB +
1√
2
aW3A (s
2
w(a
γ
B)
2 + c2wa
γ
Ba
Z
B)−
1√
2
(s2w(a
γ
A)
2 + c2wa
γ
Aa
Z
A)a
W3
B ]
)
.
Here we have used the abbreviations aZ;W
(−)W (+)
λA
→ aZA , aZ;W
(+)W (−)
λB
→ aZB etc.
7 Conclusions
In this paper we have examined, in the leading logarithmic approximation, the high energy
behavior of the electroweak sector of the Standard Model. We have derived bootstrap
equations which describe the reggeization of the vector bosons. The charged W bosons
lie on the Regge trajectory αc(t) which at t = M
2
W passes through unity. In the neutral
sector there exists another Regge trajectory, αn, which also at t = M
2
W passes through 1,
but neither the Z boson nor the photon lie on this trajectory. For finite t both trajectories
differ from each other, thus reflecting the breaking of the gauge symmetry SU(2)×U(1).
As usual, the Reggeization of the electroweak gauge bosons hints at some form of com-
positeness. Note, that in the Grand Unified Theories all particles, including the Z-boson
and photon, lie on their Regge trajectories [5].
Our main result is the integral equation for the even signature exchange in electroweak
theory, which contains both the Pomeranchuk singularity and the zero component of the
T = 2 exchange. One of the features of this equation is that, in the region of large trans-
verse momenta, a conformal structure emerges, analogous to the one of the QCD BFKL
Pomeron. This suggests that, in the combined limit of high energies and small distances,
not only the strong sector but also the electroweak sector of the Standard Model exhibits
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Figure 11: Notations for the unitarity integral in the (23)-subchannel. The dot denotes
the effective production vertex.
a deeper symmetry pattern which could be related to string theory.
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Appendix
In this appendix we list a few details of the calculation of the one loop corrections to
2→ 3 production amplitudes. The production amplitude in the Born approximation has
the factorized form (22), and we want to compute the two-particle intermediate state
unitarity integral in (23) subsystem (Fig.11). Since the the production amplitude (22)
holds in the overall cm-system, whereas the 2→ 2 scattering amplitude (4) refers to the
cm-system of the (23) subchannel, it is necessary to transform from one reference frame to
the other. Following the discussion of [7], we first compute the helicity matrix elements
of the effective production vertex (23). We define the polarization vectors
e1µ(k) =
1
|k|
(
0,
k1k3
|k| ,
k2k3
|k| ,−|k|
)
,
e2µ(k) =
1
|k| (0,−k2, k1, 0) ,
e3µ(k) =
1
M
(
|k|, k0k1|k| ,
k0k2
|k| ,
k0k3
|k|
)
, (A1)
where
k0 =
s1 + s2
2
√
s
, k3 =
s2 − s1
2
√
s
. (A2)
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The three helicity components of the production vertex are:
CM ;M2M1(q2, q1) · e1(k) = |k|
2
√
s|k|
(
s2(1 + 2
t1 −M21
k2 +M2
) + s1(1 + 2
t2 −M22
k2 +M2
) ,
+ (s2 − s1)t2 − t1
k2
)
,
CM ;M2M1(q2, q1) · e2(k) = −2|q1| sin(q1,k)
CM ;M2M1(q2, q1) · e3(k) = M
2
√
s|k|
(
−s2(1 + 2 t1 −M
2
1
k2 +M2
) + s1(1 + 2
t2 −M22
k2 +M2
)
+ (s2 + s1)
M22 −M21
M2
)
(A3)
with
k2 +M2 =
s1s2
s
. (A4)
An explicit calculation shows that the 2 → 2 subprocess in the s2 channel, evaluated as
a 3× 3 matrix in the overall cm-system, can be written in the form
L23R(k, q
′
2)
 −1 0 00 −1 0
0 0 −M2+M ′2
2MM ′
+ M2
2
2MM ′
RT (k′, q′2)L′23T , (A5)
where
L23 =
 A 0 −B0 1 0
B 0 A
 (A6)
with
A =
√
s
s2|k|
(
−M2 + s2
2s
(s1 + s2)
)
, B =
√
s|k|M
s2|k| . (A7)
The matrix L′23 is obtained from L23 by replacing s1 → s′1 (with s
′
1s2
s
= k′2 +M ′2). One
easily verifies unitarity, LLT = 1. The matrix R(k, q′2) denotes a rotation in the subspace
of the transverse helicities:
R(k, q′2) =
 cos(k, q′2) sin(k, q′2) 0− sin(k, q′2) cos(k, q′2) 0
0 0 1
 . (A8)
On the rhs of (A5), the matrix in the middle represents the 2 → 2 scattering in the s2
cm-system. ¿From this result we infer that the Lorentz transformation, which takes us
from the s2 cm-system of the outgoing particles 2 and 3 into the overall cm-system of
the two incoming particles, consists of a rotation and of a boost. Since in (A5) the two
rotations commute with the scattering matrix in the s2 system, they can be combined
into
R(k, q′2)R
T (k′, q′2) = R(k,k
′), (A9)
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and, in (A5), this matrix be written either on the lhs or on the rhs of the diagonal
2 → 2 scattering matrix. We also find that, in the double-Regge limit, the particle-
reggeon-particle vertex at the rhs of Fig.11 does not change if we switch from the overall
cm-system to the s2 cm-system.
Multiplying now the vector of helicity matrix elements by L−123 = L
T
23, we obtain for
the effective production vertex in the (23) cm-system:
LT23
 Ce1Ce2
Ce3
 = ( 2|q1|V (q1,k)
M (−1 + M22−M21
M2
)
)
− q
2
1 +M
2
1
k2 +M2
(
2|k|V (k,k)
−2M
)
, (A10)
where
V (q1,k) =
(
cos(q1,k)
− sin(q1,k)
)
. (A11)
Now we are ready to multiply with the 2→ 2 matrix element in the (23) channel and
to compute the unitarity integral, using, in particular, for the longitudinal component,
the helicity factors of Table 1. We first consider the processes shown in Fig.7 where all
wavy lines stand for Z bosons. In the notation of this appendix we have: M1 = M =
M ′2 = MW , M2 = M
′ = MZ , i.e. we start from the effective vertex CMWMZMW . On the
rhs of (A10), the third component of the first vector becomes
MW (−1 + M
2
Z −M2W
M2W
) = 2MWa
Z;W (+)W (−)
3 = 2MZcwa
Z;W (+)W (−)
3 . (A12)
Multiplying with the W (+)W (−) → ZZ matrix element and including the Higgs interme-
diate state, we obtain, at the production vertex:(
2|q1|aW
(−);ZW (+)
1 V (q1,k)
2MW (a
Z;W (+)W (−)
3 a
W (−);ZW (+)
3 + a
W ;HW
3 a
Z;HZ
3 )
)
− q
2
1 +M
2
W
k2 +M2W
(
2|k|aW (−);ZW (+)1 V (k,k)
−2MWaW
(−);ZW (+)
3
)
,(A13)
which can also be written as
− cw
[(
2|q1|V (q1,k)
−MZ
)
− q
2
1 +M
2
W
k2 +M2W
(
2|k|V (k,k)
−MZ
)]
. (A14)
By subtracting and adding a new term, we arrive at the expression:
− cw
[(
2|q1|V (q1,k)
−MZ
)
− q
2
1 +M
2
W
k′2 +M2Z
(
2|k′|V (k,k′)
−2MZ
)]
+cw
q21 +M
2
W
k2 +M2W
[(
2|k|V (k,k)
−MZ
)
− k
2 +M2W
k′2 +M2Z
(
2|k′|V (k,k′)
−2MZ
)]
. (A15)
The overall factor −cw = TZW (−)W (+)cw contains, apart from the isospin group factor, the
wave function of the produced Z boson, cw. The expression in the first and in the second
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Figure 12: Transverse momentum structure of eq.(A16)
lines can then be recognized as the result of the Lorentz transform applied to the effective
production vertex CMZ ;MWMW ,
Combining with the other parts of Fig.11 and adding the corresponding expression for
the photon exchange we find the following results for the discontinuities in s2 (Fig.12):
discs2A2→3 = 2πs
FL
t1 −M21
(A16)
with
FL = −1
2
sgaW
(−);W (+)Z
λA
(
gTZ
W (−)W (+)
C(q2, q1)
MZ ;MWMW
ωc(q
2
2)
−q22 −M2W
−(q21 +M2W )(c2wKZ;WW + s2wKγ;WW )
)
gaW
(+);W (−)Z
λB
(A17)
and
KZ;WW = g2TZ
W (−)W (+)
∫
d2k
(2π)3
CMZ ;MWMW (q2 − k, q1 − k)
((q1 − k)2 +M2W )((q2 − k)2 +M2W )
1
(k2 +M2Z)
. (A18)
The same calculations can be done for the other discontinuities illustrated in Figs.7 and
8. They lead to the results listed in section 4.
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